Your help is Needed—Still!
Did you know that vandalism to trees in Van Leeuwen Park alone cost the City over $3,000 in the last two years, plus the cost to plant them?  Did you know that graffiti has to be removed from various structures in Washington Terrace over 20 times per year, and that defaced or stolen street and park signs must continually be replaced?  Did you know that buildings, fences, sprinkler systems, city lawns, street signs, street lights, parking curbs, trees, picnic tables, and playground equipment are being maliciously damaged, stolen, or destroyed faster than your tax dollars can replace them?  Did you know that necessary maintenance on streets, sewers, and water lines must sometimes be postponed because of this destruction?  And did you know that one of the most effective deterrents to this senseless waste is us?
That’s right!  You and I can stop most, if not all, of the destruction because most of it is done by residents of Washington Terrace.  Here are some suggestions:
· Be responsible, courteous, and respectful—our children will act the way we act.
· Supervise children and teens.
· Be observant and proactive.  Significant damage has been done to the hillside at Rohmer Park because of “ice blocking” down the same spot until trenches have been worn into the hill.  Repair of these trenches will be costly and must be done to avoid significant hillside erosion.
· Immediately report destructive behavior to the Sheriff’s dispatch (395-8221), or 911 in an emergency or if the destruction warrants emergency action.

· Be visible.  The presence of an adult will curb most vandalism.
· Have zero tolerance for vandalism.  Any is too much, too costly, and often leads to worse behavior.  Stop and/or report all vandalism.
Each of us is the key.  Thank you for your help.

